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Donated by lrs F.H.L.Pitzwilliam, wife of the furmer company chairman, 1976

The originos of the Cuw .any were in lrance, where honsieur Achille Serre, a dry

dryer of usilks at Samnois, founded a small business on the outskirta of Paria before
1870, 48 & result of the Franco - Prussian Jar. Monsieur Serre and his wife left for
England and settled in Dalston, where Serre built a small workshop, working as a

ribbon dyer and waterer, As a result of a decline in his trade he introduced the
practice of 'Neltoyage a Sec' into Bngland - borrowed from tho business of a friend

in Pprance, Serre is credited with being the firat dry cleaner in England. Ilis firat
business premisea were in a portion of Griffith's Tar Yard at Hackney Wick; subsequently
he opened an office gn the firat flucr of Ho 68 Cheapside in the City and a ahop at Ho 5
Jucen Strect, City, soun aftorwarda, Hia son Bugene ftock over the management of the
business in 1886, bringing hia brother = laws, W.5. and J.B.Argent into the business,

'he busineps becime a limited Company in 1906, Ita factory eite in llackney Wick was
rebuilt, but was t.o awall to cope with the growth in business and two additional
factories were acquired in the immediate vicinity. In 1929 the Company acquired the
Walthamstow site, in the former grounds of 'Uplands', Blackhorse Lane (the house

serving as a sports ¢lub and library, until World War II), The depression affected the
firm badly, and portions of the Walthamstow site were sold off - gll previous sitea
having becn disposed of fol!owing the move from llackney. The Company went into
Receivership in 19%9, which lasted to 1943, at which stage the Company was reconstructed
and portions of the premises previously leased to the Mills Equipment Company were sold
to Doake Roboerts of Stratford.

In the 19508 and 19608 distant retail outlets in Glasgow, lianchester and Scarborough
were closed., Finally in 1968 the Company was taken over by Great Portlands: Estates,
In December 1969 the Company was sold to Sketchleys of Romford, who closed the
factory in January 1970. The residue of the premises were taken over by Jgmea llayes
& Sons in Hareh 1971, qﬁ

Conpany accounts and organisation h 3ub Acc
)
1+ loports of directors and statements of account, 1943 - 1966 . 1
23 printed pamphlets. 1 bundle, '
2, Mile of articles of assveciation ete, Includes two 1906 = 1945 2

copies of articles of association of Company in
1906, and the papers of P.H.L.Pitzwilliam,
Receiver & llanager, which give accounts and
reports of the period of Receivership and
reports to the debenture holderas etec and
address to company employees Awrust 1940,

File glsc includes cuttings concerning the
revival to 1945, 1 file

irice lists

3¢ Ladies price list, 1929, Typescript lisis for 1929 3
costs of dry cleaning women and children's
clothea. Includes dyeing 1 item

4+ Frice list for household furnishings, 1929, 1929 4
A8 sbove, includes dyeing. 2 copiea. ’

5. Hinipun retail price list, uctober 1929, 1929 - 1931 5

Por male and fenale elothing and household
gouds, Irinted, with typescript revision of
pricea at front to 1931, 1 itemg d
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Price lists

6. Instruection wanual and price list. Foldor including v
copies of circulars to branches on prices and
working instructions. At front are quarterly summary
of ordcrs,

Staff llanuals and trade catalogues

"T. 'about your firm'., Pamphlet issued to employees by
the Company, giving details of conditions of
enployment and the various Company funds, n.d. but
before 1927,

Be "llanwnl and handboole for the guldunce off [anugeresusco!
Gives details of branch routine, counter practice and
workroom operation; dyeing and cleaning and bo. .k keeping,
Three numbered copies, one annotated. n.d. but issued
after 19235 and before 1927. The annctated copy has a
small booklét inside it entitled 'Just like new! ',
which gives cleaning prices ¢ 1930a.

9. '"Inatruction boouk issued for the assistance of 'Trade'
Cystomers sending orders for cleaning or dyeing to
Achille Serre Ltd', Pamphlet issued 1925

10, "Hoteo on cleaning and dyeinz by Achille Serce Litd!
Catalopue giving o liat of branches, peneral
infornation, pricea and application for a ledger
account. n.d. ¢ 1920a ?

11 ‘otes on cleaning and dyeing and renovation of
ladies and children's garments.,. by Achille Serre!
Catalogue as above, Hust prices are the same as (10)
but one or two price changes would sug:eat that this
is slightly earlier than (10). n.d. Cover illuatration
of art nouveau lady.

-

P
Publiecity material and brochures

12+ '"the care we take with your cleaning! an illustrated tour
of the Achille Serre Works'. Small pamaphlet, iassued ¢ 1955
= though photographs may be just post war.

13. "whe way to suartness: a tour of the worls with gliupses of
the wany Craftsuen specialists whose motto is 'Achille Serre
for extra care' ., Pamphlet issued January 1960,

14. Achille Berre works tour. July 1962. Three copies in English,
one in Ere?nh and one in German, Brief description of each
room, Flan of wurks and route of tolr ot back.s 5 items

Cuttines, including_tﬂe Company's own advertising material

15, "Proyoaganda letters' 1922 - 1929, Includes letters with
stanped addresses of branches, Index at front. 1 wvol

16. Cuttings 1928 - 1933, Includes articles, souwe of which are
illustrated by photographs of the Haclmey and \lalthaustow
fuctories. Vol may have been sturted by J.Bernard Ar;ent
Index at front. 1 vol

dub Acec
1961 = 1964 6
pre 192? T:
1923 - 1927 8
& ¢ 19508
1925 9
¢ 15208 10
e 1910 1
c 1955 12
1960 13.
1962 14
1922 - 1929 i5

1928 - 1933

16
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Gutti;y;g TR {Q{}nt'd}

17 Cutiings of sueial events, inc:uding program.es of
aniual din ers from 1912,to 1935 (the prograime for
1926 is also a company history) and production
program.es of the Achille Serre Gocial and Athletic

f912 - 1935

Sub Ace

17

Association, Collected by J.B.Argeht 7 - 1 vol

18, Cuttings of ¢.mpany advertisments, June 1945 - 1945 - 1963

- ¢ lovenber 1963, 1 vol (ring bihder)

1046 = 1968

19, .Advetisuents, leaflets and jromotions, ¢ 1946
= ¢ 1968, Includes copy of the Centleiromen with
an advert for the Company on the front page,
(isuue 30 Sepiember 1893). ' 1 vol

20,

21.

Cuttings 1954 - 1959, Includes two loose undoted 1954 - 1959
photugraphs at front of factory premises with line

of vans and drivers (¢ 1920s) view yans and

drivers lined up along a road (¢ 1920a)3 1 vol

Cuttings 1960 - 65, At front are louame cuttinga 1964 - 1968
{now in envulupﬂa) 196G - 68 concerned with the

price restriction of 1966 and on the takeover of the

Company by Great P rtlanda Lstates in 1968. 1 vol

Articles, cumpuny historics and miscellancous

22.

23.

244

Mle cuntaining the following: 'Proposed layout of new 1924 - 1945
factory for liessra Achille Serre Ltd'by U.J.Codd,

Aupust 1927, decale: 60' to 1", Showa plan of Ualthanstow
prenisesj copiea f the menus of works dinners 1928 - 34
and 1U45; another copy of 'About your firm'((7)above);
offprint of article on the visit of the Duke of York to
the Jalthanstow factory, 1931; notice to office staff re
deceivership, 1940; copy of Bvening Hews for 4 April 1924
with report of Company meeting; 23rd annual report of the
Company, 1929; nisc, cutiings and boards used in the
Receivership hearing, 1940, 1 file

' . Burvey of works conditions with a fow sug estions by 1929
W.5.Argent' Lated 10 Uetuber 1929, Includes analysis of

profits / loss and the differences in costs between the

Haclmey and Walthamstow factories, With annotationa, 1 item

"ur past histury and a survey of our present pooition! c 1929
by J.Bernard Argent. n.d. but ¢ 1929, written after author

had read (23). Discusses costing, the issue of further

debentures, branch profits, work quality and the Walthamstow

factory. -

@ C‘ikrrfrﬂ-ﬁ’h IE--m‘L woa- I"I-"l.tl?:\:/J (721 1aZe-T.
@ C1926-27

1B
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Articles, cuuapany histories and miscel lancous

25, "listorieal file' Contained the fol wwing: 1899 - 1962

26.

274

28,

29,

M.

Another ecopy of '"About your firm'; copy of article from

"ho Lady" fur 27 Hovomber 1947 '£15,000,000 a yecar to

keop elean' on the Company; cutting from tho Su.day

Dea ateh 29 Hay 1949 on the Cumpany; two copica of

Yhe detticer Way', Augusot and Soaptanber 1948 with

bricf bolpgraphy of Achille Serre; copy of Lvening llowo

4 April 1924 with report of Achille Serre anuual dinuer;

‘Une of the finest dry-cleaning plonts in the world:

liesara Achille Serre's worlks at Walthamstow', reprint

from the Yower Laundry 7 liarch 19313 another copy of

tho artielo on the Duko of York's wiusit to the factory,

1931; copy of programme of anmal dinoer 1927 and song

sheet,. including wordas of company song; 'llomance in

Com. erce: a page of industrial history', circular

isoued to help raise share capital ¢ 1924; 'In Fifty

Years, some notes on the remarkable progress of Achille

Serre', the Jubilee publication, 1927 which includes

supg of the prints from the album series of social eventa

factory viewa, transport and shop fronts.(2 copies);

Another chapter' , bocklet published ¢ 1929 about the

Jalthanstow factory, with photographa; 'A memorable

occasion, 9 April 1926' (ancther copy of item mentiuned in

(17))s 'What we do', illustrated handout with #1l:ustrations

of inside the wurks and of models to give examples of clothes
cleaned, with seperate price liat, n.d. but ¢ 1930s; "A brief
history of the orisin and growth of the ichille Serre Urganisation!
dated 20 February 1962 by F.H.L.iitzwilliam (typesecrpt); '"Trading
and branches} posuibly by W.S.Argent written late in 1937, which
discusses branch closure, prices, redundancies, trade services,
competition and advertising, alsc subsidiary companiesa, typescript;
'analysis of work 1899 - 1900', mss giving branch turnovers month

by month. ; 1 bundle
une of the fineat dry-cleaning plants in the world' 13 1931
extra copies of Power Laundry article of 1931,

1 bundle
'Duke of Yorlk visisiichille Herre'. Another copy of 1931 1931
Drtiﬂ].ﬂ- 1 item
'hchille Serse Ltd" .deprint from Investurs Chronicle 4 1957

Uetober 1957 concerning modernisation at thellalthamstow
#actory and changes in siop fronts. 2 copies

'lail and farewell' Cutting dated 11 february 1938 1938

concerning A.U.Newell, 3.B.Taylor and the pecretaryship
of the Achille Ser.e Sports and Soceial Club. 1 item

'Achille Serre for extra care' Typescript note by Hilton 1963
Bowden on the making of a 16mu publicity film. Dated 2 :
vctober 1963, 1 item

Autograph bock of the signatures ef the Area llanagers 1955

signed at an area me-ting at the Criterion Restamrant
Ficcadilly, 5 Jamuary 195%. 1 vol

25

26

28

29

3
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Sub Ace
articles, cowpany histories and pmiscel laneous
32. Certificate yrosented to rrancis M.L,lMtzwil iams to 1965 32
com.enorate 25 years of serviece with Achille Serre
9 December 1965, 1 item
33 1 ;i yveteren louln baek': the memoirs of Janes Robinson c1945 33

Feers recorded by Juan Robertson.'Reprinted from the
Dry Cleaning Juurnal, ¢ 1945, Pecrs worked in Horwoud
and was not dircetly connected with ichille Serre 1 item

3@ 'Une hundred years 1852 = 1952, Scotis of Dover!'. 1952 - 34
Com uny history. o conucetion with Achille Serre

3bs Varsity Conference of Cleancrs. l'rogramjes of aniual 1952 - 1963 35
cunferences held in various venues in the U.5.4. 1952
- 1963, 21 items

Bouks and Cumpany nagazine

Hote These iteuws are on the open shelves in the Search lioom

"The Urwam, a gquarterly wmagasgine issued by Achille Serre Ltd! 1920 - 1929 36
Jamuary 1920 - July 1929, Incomplete - missing Vol 1 Ho 4,

Vol 2, Vol 3 Hos 1 & 3, Vol b, Hos 1 - 2 and 4; Horissues

after Vol 8 lo 1, 1 vol

"The Lupending revolution in dry-cleaning: an outline of the e 1538 ? 37
vast changes in costs gnd quality brought about by the new

Hatfield Proceas and iga compliment, the Serre Vacuum /asher,!

Published by Serre-Alliott As.ociated latents Ltd (address

Achille Serre .lalthaustow factory), n.d. but ¢ 1938 %

Includes photographs of the machinery installed in the

Walthaustow worla, 1 vol

lhotopraghs and photopraph albuns

36. ‘Works albuu, Includes the Griffith Jar Yard premises, 1886 - 1925 38
Carponters Road, ¢ 1886, staff outing 1891, foutball team
1907 - 08, interior viewa of factory with atafl at work,

details of eyni.ment, group portraits etc, 1 vol
31. dJa thaustow worlks, 1929. Includes extericra, internal 1928 .39
premises, ineluding diaplay atudio and staff groupa, (18808 - IGEB?

All interior photographs include ataff in work positicna.

Luouse at front is another copy of 'In PFifty Years',

"inber Toilettes', a price list with an illustrated front |
cover (printing code sug:csts a date of Uetubar 1913).

Also photugraphs of the works e 1959 and 1968, and cutting

of an undated advertisenent which may be ¢ 1880s, 1 vol

38. Visit of the Duke of Y.rk to the Walthaistow works, 1931. 1931 40
With inside and outside views, 1 vol
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Lhotugraphs and photograph albums

39, iocial albumi amnnual oubing and sports, ligh Beech 1919 41
September 1919, Includes races, compe.itions, fancy
dress evening etec, 1 vol

40, Jocial album: Sports mecting held at.Jalthamstow,
30 June 1928, Stalls, races, competitions ete 1 vul 1928 42

‘1. GSocial album, ilorks sports 20 July 1929. Includes 1929 = 1932 43
Hockey team and dramatic producticns 1932 :

42 Social album, Sports meeting held at Salisbury lall 1926 & 1932 44
11 leptember 1926, At front photugraph from an
wiatour dramatic production, 1932 ' 1 vol

43, doecinl album:: -dramatie productions and childrens' 1935 - ¢ 1933 45
partiea 1933 to c 1939. 1 vol

44 Album., Includes group outside llac':ney premises c 1890s, ¢ 1939 - 40 46
Christmas party, 1939, and views showing war work ,
including the manufacture of sandbags ete. 1 wol

45, GSoecial album, Presentations to astaff, 1953 - ¢ 195% = ¢ 1958 47
1958, 1 vol

46, GSocial album, iresentatiuns to staff 1959 1959 - 1965 48
- 1965, 1 vol

47. ivhotographic files, Include files on c 1957 - 1968 49

company hiatoery, operatives in action,
branch exteriors and intoriors, the
dalthamstow exhibition , persunal visits
equipment and the laboratory. 2 boxes

Listed Awrust 1982
DLM !



