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Introduction

Formed in Liverpool in 1820 as the Liverpool Seamen’s Friend Society
and Bethel Union, it was non-denominational and offered support to
seamen, their families and departing emigrants, and also loaned
portable libraries to ships. The Society also supplied religious
publications in respective languages to emigrants at their boarding
houses and at embarkation. The Society established the first floating
chapel in Liverpool, on the William, sometimes called the “Bethel”
ship, an ex-whaler built in 1775 and anchored at Salthouse Dock. In
1881 the Liverpool Seamen’s Friend Society made its first move
towards accommodating seafarers when it obtained aroom in the
Mariners Parade for use as a free sitting and reading room. In 1900 the
Right Honourable Samuel Smith, M.P., erected and furnished a building
as a memorial to mark the death of his son, J. Gordon Smith. The
Gordon Smith Institute, Paradise Street, became the headquarters for
the Liverpool Seamen’s Friend Society, accommodating up to two
hundred seafarers a night. In 1975 the Institute went into liquidation
and the Liverpool Seamen’s Friend Society ceased its operations.

The records were presented by the Charity Commissioners.
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P/CC/SF/1-1 | EINANCIAL 1909 - 1927
1/1 Statement of Accounts 1909 — 1911
1 Hand written Statement of Accounts, covers three years. [fragile] 1909 - 1911
2/1-12 | Annual Reports 1909 - 1927
1 Eighty-eighth Annual Report. [fragile] 1909
2 Eighty-ninth Annual Report. [fragile] 1910
3 Ninetieth Annual Report. 1911
4 Ninety-fifth Annual Report. 1916
5 Ninety-sixth Annual Report. 1917
6 Ninety-eighth Annual Report. 1918
7 Ninety-ninth Annual Report. 1919
8 One-hundredth Annual Report. 1920
9 One hundred-third Annual Report. 1923
10 One hundred-fourth Annual Report. 1924
11 One hundred-fifth Annual Report. 1925
12 One hundred-sixth Annual Report. 1927

P-CC-SF

MMM/DOCS/20.10.08




	LIVERPOOL SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY
	LIVERPOOL SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY
	Introduction
	LIVERPOOL SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY
	FINANCIAL



